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THOSE MYSTERIOUS

LIGHTS.

NOT ASTRONOMICALPHENOMENA.

NEW THEORY AT THE

OBSERVATORY.

ADVERTISINGBALLOONS OR

MILITARY KITES.

Since the appearanceof the mysteriousmoving

lightin the sky was reportedfrom Victoria

and New Zealand,it has been seen in
variousparts of New South Wales, principally

in the southern district, thoughtwo Sydneyites

calledat the Observatory on Wednesday after
noon, and reportedthat they were sure they

had also locatedit. They persistedin the
statementthat they had seen the lights,and
were positivethey could show them to the
officerin charge.

Mr. W. E. Raymondwent patientlywith
them, and searchedthe heavensin the direction

indicated. He found that they had, in
deed,seen a strange light,but it had already

been announced in the city newspapers days
before.The light they showedMr. Raymond

was nothingmore nor less than the planets

Jupiterand Venus.Theseplanetswill,at two
minutes past 5 this

afternoon,
be closeto

gether,i.e.,for planets.They will be within

half the moon's breadthof each other,and
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will be almostin the same visualline,the
brilliance

of the one addingto the fireof the
other. Jupiteris (the largestof the two
Planets;but as it is fartherawayfromthe
earththan Venus,it will appearthe smaller

to the nakedeye to-night,when the planets

approacheach other.
Jupiteris 71,000milesin

diameter,
and will

be 583 million milesaway from the earththis
evening,when Venus, which,is only 133 million

miles away, approaches.The planetswill appear
this eveningin the west-nor'-westsky,
and Sydneycitizens shouldtake a look at them
this evening, but not associate them, as
did the other two gentlemen on Wednesday

afternoon,with the mysteriouslights reported

from other places.
"Everybodyis seeinglightsjust now," said

Mr. Raymondto an 'EveningNews' reporter

this afternoon, "but we cannot associate the
lights seen with astronomical phenomena.Some
of the peoplewho have seen the lightssay they
saw them in the south,othersin the east,and
othersagain the north.There is no doubt
that some of thesepeoplehave been looking at
the planetMars,whichis very closeto the
earth at present,and which resemblesa ball
of fire.I intendsearching the heavens in the
direction of Goulburn on the first favorable

night,but I do not expectto find anything in
the way of astronomicalphenomena, as the
reportsfrom the Goulburndistrictstate that
the lights seen varied their altitude from 500ft

to 1400ftwhile the spectators watchedthem.
We thusknowthisis not a star,as we are
positivethat they have a decidedobjectionto
dropping to 500ft and then going up again."

"There is only one likely solutionof the mystery

that I can see," said Mr. Raymond, "and
that is that probablyone of the advertising

firms have copiedthe Continentalidea, and are
sendingup advertisingballoons;or, failing
that, perhapsthe militaryauthoritieshave been
experimenting

with their war kites.Eitherof
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these might producethe lights."

LIGHT SEEN AT ASHFIELD,

A residentof
Frederick-street, Ashfield, was

sitting on the verandahof his house on Thursday

night,when he observed a mysterious light
in the easternsky. He firstsaw the light
about8 p.m.,when it appeared the size of a
buggylamp,and was the colorof a candle

light.He watchedit throughhis glassesfor
some time, and observedwhat appearedto be
an explosion. This occurredshortlybefore10
o'clock, and thoughhe watchedfor the
reappearance

of the
mysterious

lightit did not
again appear.The explosionresembledthe

A CONSTABLE'S DISCOVERY.

Our Goulburncorrespondent writes:— The
uncanny lightin the sky at nightis now nearly

as familiar to Goulburn as the milkman or the
butcher.The light has been on view nightly

sinceThursdaylast,and all kindsof viewsare
expressed as to what it reallyis. One man
who saw the phenomenon said, "My goodness,

it's a Japanese airshipall right."Another
individual wantedto know what we paid our
astronomersfor, if they could not settlethe
matteras to what the lightwas. A further

brilliant idea expresedwas that the military
authoritieswere carrying out secretly some
signalling operations, as was done some time
ago, when they used signalsfrom Governor's

Hill to the Gib at Bowral, and from the Gib
to Sydney,unknownto the public.On Wednesday

night a large numberof personswatched
a light from the rear of the

Oddfellows'

Hall. A
constable presentwitha bicyclerode

in the direction of the light,and caughtup
with it in a shorttime,and to his disgust

foundit to be on the top of a postby the side

of the railway line,with the signaldown for
"Line clear."

Whateverthe light is, the airshiptheoryis

not generally believedin the generalopinion
beingthat it 'is a luminous body of some kind
that has not come underthe

observation
of the
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astronomers.
The light was seen in Goulburn

on Tuesdaynight from about 7 o'clock
until about 11, when it

disappeared.
A peculiar

circumstance on Tuesday night was that
at one time several starswere seen to fail about

and appearedto have brightrays round it.
Numerous peopleaver that tney distinctly saw
the lightmove up and down and sideways.

SEEN AT NARRABRI.

Our Narrabricorrespondent telegraphs; — The
mysteriouslights which were reported from
Goulburnand other placeshave been seen here.
The first appearance was on Sundaynight last.
About half-past9, a well-knownresidentof

the town and a friendwere out walking,when
their attention was suddenlyattracted by a

very bright light,like a 60-candlepowergas
jet,movingacrossthe sky at a rapidrate.The
lightseemedto be about1500 feet high.and
behindit thereseemedto be a largewhitebody

like an airship or aeroplane. It was impossible

for the light to have been controlled

from the ground,as it was too high,
and its movementstoo rapid. Obviouslyit was
controlledfrom close quarters.After circling
over the back of the town,the lightcame
straight in the direction of DangarVillage,

whichlies out westerly.When abovethe centre

of the town it stoppedand remained stationary

fully 30sec,and then slowlypassedalong
in a southerly direction. As it travelledto-
wardsthat point,a long arm of lightshot
straight ahead like a searchlight. Altogether

the light remainedabout ten minutes,and then
disappeared. It was observed on Monday
night,and again on Tuesdaynight.People
are mystified, and many remainup all night
with the hope of seeingthe

phenomenon,
or

whateverit may be.

NOT CONNECTEDWITH MILITARY
EXPERIMENTS.

Inquiryby an "EveningNews" reporterat
Victoria Barracks this afternoonelicited the
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fact that the
mysterious lightsseen in the

southerndistrictwere in no way connected

with military experiments. Though not in
clinedto make any statement regarding the
matter,outsidea general contradiction,

the
departmental officers stated that no experiments

with military totes had been made in
the Goulburn districtlor some considerable

time.

AERIAL LEAGUE DISCOVER THE CAUSE.
Inquiryat the officeof the AerialLeaguethis

this afternoon found that the mysterious light
had been solved.The secretary,Mr.
Taylor,said that as soon as the matterwas
reportedthe membersot the leaguein the
Goulburndistrictstartedto investigatethe whole
affair.Their

investigations
were completed

this morning,and they informedthe leaguethat
the mysterious light was causedby a lantern

witha candlein it beingflownfroma boxkite.
"Anyonewitha grainof sensewouldat once

see,"saidMr.
Taylor,

" thata starwouldnot
to 1000ft or moreand thendropby 500ft.

Then,the wholemovement
of the lightwas only

backwardsand forwards,and up and down
causing

us to thinkthatit was a
captive kite

whichwas beingflown.Our first
conclusions

have now been verified,and only this afternoon

it receivedproof that the New Zealand

lightmysterywas a jokealongthe same lines."


